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TWO SCOOP SALUTE TO GREEN ACRES NEIGHBORHOOD! 

PAGE 2 HAND UPDATE 

Introduction: Ann Kreilkamp was 
generous enough to let HAND share 
the following letter she sent to 
neighbors in Green Acres. The “Two 
Scoop Salute” is a wonderful exam-
ple of Bloomington neighborhoods 
building community in their own 
unique ways. 

 

Dear neighbors, 
 

  I just returned from three weeks 
in Turkey where I reveled in the generous, heart-felt warmth of the people 
in the villages of Anatolia.  Imagine if you will, a jet-lagged American 
woman sitting with an old, white-haired Arabic-speaking Muslim man in the 
shadowy bowels of a tiny, dusty antique shop. He had been stationed on a 
little stool just outside. After seeing me pass and greet him three times he 
kindly beckoned me in. For what seemed like a long time we plumbed the soul 
in each other’s eyes and drank tea (“chai”) from tiny glasses. Then, gestur-
ing to a obscure shelf under a table loaded with old radio parts he produced 
for my astonished admiration ancient, leather-bound, intricately decorated 
copies of the Koran while, in a parallel track, I dreamed of us back here in 
the U.S. letting go of ambitious busyness to remember our ancient human rel-
ish in the time-honored custom of just sitting around in each other’s com-
pany. 
 

  Little did I in faraway Turkey know that on or around that same day a 
group of GANA residents in Indiana would suddenly band together and, with 
only a few weeks’ lead time, summon up a taste of village life! 
 

  On July 3, from 2 to 4 pm, at 
the corner of 4th and Hills-
dale, a poster sporting a big 
ice cream cone drawing an-
nounced a “Two Scoop Neighbor-
hood Salute” that beckoned us 
to shaded tables graced with 
little fluttering flags next to 
a vinyl tent-covered table 
groaning with 12 cartons of ice 
cream. Neighbors, children, and 
friends of neighbors clustered 
together, talking and slurping 
French Vanilla and Chocolate 
Mint and 10 other sweet and 
sweeter flavors in lazy enjoy-
ment of a warm and humid summer 
Sunday. 
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  Of the 100 ice cream cups donated for the event, only 46 remained, so we 
figure the hastily arranged party drew over 50 people! As an added bonus, 
some we haven’t seen before signed up for this email list. Nor did most of us 
“eat and run,” but lingered, telling each other our stories, getting to know 
each other better, catching up on personal and neighborhood news. 
 

  Now that so many of us recognize each other from previous GANA events over 
the past year and a half, our shyness has receded. Rather than starting out 
from scratch, we can now greet each other as friends and continue where we 
left off. Indeed, after this event especially I would say that it does appear 
we are morphing into the neighborhood we imagined — a palpable, throbbingly 
alive village within the greater Bloomington municipality. 

  Here’s a short run-down on how the party came about. 

  Sometime in March Jelene Campbell alerted us that she had sent in a nomina-
tion to a contest sponsored by 
Edy’s Ice Cream for a free 
“Two Scoop Neighborhood Sa-
lute” Ice Cream Party. At 
least two others, Diane Dor-
mant and Georgia Schaich, also 
submitted nominations. On June 
16 Diane found out that her 
nomination had won! Edy's told 
her that the party packet was 
worth $359 (12 cartons of ice 
cream, napkins, bowls, spoons, 
12 ice cream dippers, a dis-
posable camera, table cloth, 
coupons, and free shipping) 
and that they wanted the win-
ning neighborhood to hold its 
party over the July 4th holiday weekend. 

  Diane called Georgia, who agreed to quickly shepherd the idea into reality. 
Georgia put out a call for help, and about a dozen neighbors pitched in to 
make it happen, lickety-split: first email June 16, organizational meeting 
June 22, 350 flyers printed by the city June 24 and delivered door to door 
the weekend prior to the event. 

  Big thanks go to Georgia and Bill Schaich, Patricia Thompson, and Kathy 
Ruesink for supplying the tables and chairs that made it easy to sit and chat 
in the shade, Julia Jackson for the fun, eye-catching poster and flyers, No-
riko Hara, Phil Eskew, Mariam Shaaban, Lois Sabo-Skelton, and Stanley Routon 
for walking those flyers to all our homes, Peggy Stuckey, Julia and Noriko 
for scooping ice cream, Kathy Ruesink for the beautiful bouquet of flowers 
from her garden — plus uncounted others who helped to clean up afterwards. 

 May we continue to come alive! 

 Ann Kreilkamp 

 Scribe (secretary) 



 
Housing and Neighborhood Development 

P.O. Box 100 
Bloomington, IN 47402 

Phone: 812.349.3420 
Fax: 812.349.3582 

E-mail: hand@bloomington.ion.gov 

CITY OF BLOOMINGTON’S HOUSING 
AND NEIGHBORHOOD DEVELOPMENT 

IT is about that time of year where new renters start moving into our neighborhoods.  Housing 
and Neighborhood Development (HAND) Department has staff and resources to help 
educate both homeowners and renters on the ordinances and codes that Bloomington has imple-
mented to help preserve the quality of our neighborhoods.  If you have any questions or concerns 
feel free to call the HAND Office at 349-3420 or go to our website at www.bloomington.in.gov/
hand 

ON the previous page you will find the “Guide to living in Bloomington Neighborhoods” - feel free 
to make copies to pass out in your neighborhood or call Vickie at 349-3505 and I will make the 
number of copies you need.  You can attach them to your newsletter or make personal visits to 
welcome new residents. 

MANY neighborhoods have a “welcome to the neighborhood letter “ they distribute to greet new 
residents know they them know about their neighborhood association and to help them learn all 
the responsibilities that come with living in a neighborhood such as, trash day, parking regulations 
and Quiet Nights.  A bag of  home made cookies and a smile can set the stage for a friendly 
neighbor. 

Remember that a personal visit to welcome new renters can set the stage for 
neighborly exchange for their stay.    

Welcome to the neighborhood! 


